232               Residence in London               [i874

and other Metropolitan Gypseries, and in the accurate, though
incomplete, list of Gypsy names, the reader will find some in-
teresting information. The biographical notices of one or two
Gypsy celebrities will also well repay perusal. But we look in
vain for such ethnological information, for such an account of
the language, manners, modes of thought, superstitions, and
general characteristics of this singular race, as Dr. Paspati
has given us in his work on the Turkish Tchinghian/sy or Mr.
Leland in his pleasant book upon the English Gypsies.

" We feel that in criticising this work we are treading on
delicate ground, for we shall be reminded that Mr. Borrow
was one of the very first to give a clear account of the Gypsies
in English, and that, although, before the appearance of either
of the two works to which we alluded at the commencement of
this article, many sources of information existed, not a few
of the ' Romany Ryes/ of those who have studied the Gypsies
and their language, owe their first taste for the subject to the
perusal of Mr. Borrow's books. But we cannot allow merely
sentimental considerations to prevent us from telling the hon-
est truth. The fact is, that the Itomano Lavo-Lil is nothing
more than a r&hauffe' of the materials collected by Mr. Bor-
row at an early stage of his investigations, and nearly every
word and every phrase may be found in one form or another
in his earlier works. Whether or not Mr. Borrow has in the
course of his long experience become the deep Gypsy which
he has always been supposed to be, we cannot say ; but it is
certain that his present book contains little more than he gave
to the public forty years ago, and does not by any means repre-
sent the present state of knowledge on the subject. But at
the present day, when comparative philology has made such
strides, and when want of accurate scholarship is as little tol-
erated in strange and remote languages as in classical litera-
ture, the Romano Lavo-Lil is, to speak mildly, an anachronism."

But good or bad, the Word-Book of the Romany was the
last public announcement that George Borrow would ever
make to his fellow-countrymen and to the world. His
career was over, his work was done. In his case, as in